Distinctive serial magnetic resonance changes in a young woman with rapidly evolved neurocysticercosis, with positron emission tomography results.
A woman aged 21 years noticed numbness of the left hand, dysarthria, and right hemiparesis. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) showed homogeneously enhanced lesions in the bilateral cerebral white matter; these enlarged within 2 weeks, showing ring-like enhancement, and then spontaneously decreased in size and enhancement. Neurocysticercosis was confirmed by repeated, significantly positive serology results and the dramatic response to praziquantel. Subsequently, positron emission tomography (PET) revealed persisting regions of possibly decreased cerebral uptake of [18F]2-fluoro-2-deoxyglucose. This is the first documentation of such distinctive serial MRI changes and the results of PET in neurocysticercosis.